CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
sional cases which seem to have reached a point where nothing
more could be resolved.
In the boy's development the femininity-phase is succeeded by a
prolonged struggle between the pregenital and the genital posi-
tions of the libido. When at its height, in the third to the fifth
year of life, this struggle is plainly recognizable as the Oedipus
conflict. The anxiety associated with the femininity-phase drives
the boy back to identification with the father; but this stimulus in
itself does not provide a firm foundation for the genital position,
since it leads mainly to repression and over-compensation of the
anal-sadistic instincts, and not to overcoming them. The dread
of castration by the father strengthens the fixation to the anal-
sadistic levels. The degree of constitutional genitality also plays
ail important part as regards a favourable issue, i.e. the attain-
ment of the genital level. Often the outcome of the struggle
remains undecided, and this gives rise to neurotic troubles and
disturbances of potency.1 Thus the attainment of complete
potency and reaching the genital position will in part depend
upon the favourable issue of the femininity-phase.
I will now turn to the development of girls. As a result of the
process - of weaning, the girl-child has turned from the mother,
being impelled more strongly to do so by the anal deprivations
she has undergone. Genital trends now begin to influence her
mental development.
I entirely agree with Helene Deutsch,2 who holds that the
genital development of the woman finds its completion in the
successful displacement of oral libido on to the genital. Only,
my results lead me to believe that this displacement begins with
the first stirrings of the genital impulses and that the oral, re-
ceptive aim of the genitals exercises a determining influence in the
girl's turning to the father. Also I am led to conclude that not only
an unconscious awareness of the vagina, but also sensations in
that organ and the rest of the genital apparatus, are aroused as
soon as the Oedipus impulses make their appearance. In girls,
however, onanism does not afford anything like so adequate an
outlet for these quantities of excitation as it does in boys. Hence
the accumulated lack of gratification provides yet another reason
for more complications and disturbances of female sexual develop-
ment. The difficulty of obtaining full gratification by masturba-
tion may be another cause, besides those indicated by Freud,
for the girl's repudiation of onanism, and this may partly explain
1 Cf. here W, Reich: cDie Function des Orgasmus', reprinted in The Discovery of the
Qrgone (New York, 1942).
* H. Deutsch: Psychoanalyse der weiblichen Sexualfunktion.
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